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Government Study Guide:
· Students should be able to identify the influence of Greek architecture, law, and the Olympic Games in the present.

· Explain the ancient Athenian’s idea that a community should choose its own leaders.

· Compare and contrast Athens as a direct democracy with the United States as a representative democracy.

· Explain why there is a separation of powers between branches of government and levels of government.

· Name the 3 levels of government. and the three branches in each

· State an example of the responsibilities of each level and branch of government.

Political Roots of Democracy: 
· Our country is a democracy.
· Democracy started in Athens, Greece.

· Direct Democracy- citizens vote directly for leaders on issues

· Representative Democracy- citizens choose other citizens to represent or stand for them in the government

· Many of the United States buildings were made to look like buildings from Athens, Greece.  They were made of large blocks of marble, tall columns, and carvings along the outside.  These buildings are made to serve as a reminder to people of what the U.S. shared with Athens, such as democracy.  Many of the buildings are found in Washington D.C.  This is a place where important decisions are made about our government. Example:  Parthenon: Supreme Court Building

· The first Olympics were held in Greece.  Today’s Olympics are based on those Greek games.  The Olympic Games began as foot races.  They ran races, wrestled, and competed in other sporting events such as discus throwing, boxing, and javelin throwing.  Today’s Olympics are based on those Greek games.
Important People:  

1.  Paul Revere:  (independence), “Paul Revere’s Ride”, warned people that the English soldiers were coming.

2. Lyndon B. Johnson: (voting rights) wanted all Americans to vote

3. Thurgood Marshall:   (civil rights), lawyer, wanted justice, or fair laws, for African Americans 
Important Vocabulary:

1. Independence- means freedom

2. Election- process by which citizens vote for people to represent them

3. Democracy- a government in which the people choose their leaders and govern themselves

4. Tax- money citizens and others pay to the government

5. Vote- to make an official choice

Branches of Government: [image: image1.wmf]
Separation of powers limits what each branch can do on its own.  The three branches of government have different powers and different jobs to do.  Separation of powers helps to protect rights in a democracy.

	
	Local
	State
	National

	Legislative Branch:  makes our laws


	City council
	General Assembly
	Congress

	Executive Branch:  makes sure laws are followed


	Mayor
	Governor
	President

	Judicial Branch:  makes decisions about laws
	Local courts
	Supreme Court of Georgia
	United States Supreme Court


Responsibilities of each level of government

	
	

	Local
	Police and Fire, Planning, and zoning, local roads, trash collection, voter registration, recreation, property tax, school districts

	State
	State police, property, state highways, welfare, automobile registration and driver’s license, state sales tax, education

	National
	U.S. military, coining money, interstate highways, Social Security, Passports and visas, Federal income tax, International trade, Interstate commerce




