Habitats of Georgia Study Guide

For the test you should be able to…S3L1
· Differentiate between the habitats of Georgia (GA).

· Identify features of plants and animals that allow them to live and thrive in different regions of GA.
· Explain what will happen to an organism if the habitat is changed.

Vocabulary:  

· environment- everything that is around a living thing

· ecologist- scientist who studies the environment and its living things

· habitat- place where plants and animals live

· adaptation- a feature that helps a living thing survive

· ecosystem- makes up all the living thing and non-living things that interact in one place

Important Notes:

· Living things get everything they need such as food, water, air, and space from their environment.

· When an ecosystem changes, the living things in the ecosystem must adapt or move to a new location, or they may die.

Georgia Habitats:

Mountain

· Brasstown Bald is the highest peak in Georgia.
· Black bears, salamanders, bobcats, gray foxes, and many types of birds are found here.
· Animals in the mountain habitat must be excellent climbers. 
Piedmont

· South of the mountain region. Many rolling hills.

· It is known for its red clay, quartz rocks, and granite rocks.

· Atlanta is found here,

· Animals in the piedmont include otters, deer, squirrels, the bald eagle, screech owls, and opossums.

· Oak, hickory, and pine trees are common here.

Ocean

· Georgia’s southeastern border is the Atlantic Ocean.
· The ocean is a body of salt water.
· Gray’s Reef is located here.
· The northern right whale and loggerhead sea turtles, bottle nosed dolphins, fish, shrimp, and crabs are found here.
Coastal Plain

· The Coastal Plain covers 60% of the state of Georgia.
· It has mild winters and hot summers.
· It has sandy soil, which makes the coastal plain great for farming.
· The land is wide and flat.
· Savannah is found in the coastal plain.
· Animals include the pocket gopher, snapping turtles, bog turtles, wild hogs, rabbits, deer, and snakes.
· Red-cockaded woodpecker used to common in this area but is now rare.
Wetlands- Swamps/Marshes

· The swamp and marsh is located in the coastal plains region.
· The Okefenokee Swamp is the largest swamp in the United States.  It contains fresh water. It has prairies, lakes, and islands.
· Marsh birds have long pointed beaks to help them spear fish in the swamp water.
· There are more alligators in the swamp than there are people.
· Wetlands are wet all or most of the time.
Be able to identify where these GA habitats are located on the map.
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